
Opportunity Area Descriptions

Woodland Opportunity Area

Woodlands represent a very important part of District’s habitats. The Churnet Valley in 
particular is among one of the most important woodland areas in the county both in terms 
of the overall area of habitat, the connectivity it provides and as a source habitat for a 
number of species. Much of the wooded area of the Churnet valley is designated as a Site 
of Special Scientific Interest due to its semi-natural ancient status and the diversity of flora 
and fauna they support.

Woodland connectivity within the district and between other districts is very good, 
woodlands in the Hamps and Manifold Valleys along with those in the Dove Valley 
providing northward connectivity and woodlands along the River Blythe and Tean 
providing connectivity in a north/south orientation.

1.2.1 Key Habitats 1.2.2 Key species
 Woodlands (e.g. semi-natural ancient 

woodlands, coniferous plantation)
 Wood Pasture and Parkland are of 

particular importance in the District.
 Dense Continuous and Scattered 

Scrub
 Lowland Heathland
 Traditional Orchards
 Lowland Meadows
 Veteran Trees
 Hedgerows
 Urban Green Spaces

 Willow Tit
 Cuckoo
 Owl Species
 Bluebell
 Amphibian species (Great Crested 

Newt, Common Frog, Common 
Toad), specifically as terrestrial 
refuge sites.

 Native Black Poplar
 Saproxylic invertebrates (particularly 

beetles) living in standing and fallen 
deadwood in parkland sites

 Lesser-spotted Woodpecker
 Common Fan-foot moth
 Dormouse
 Bat species
 Wood Warbler
 Spotted/Pied Flycatcher

1.2. 3 Threats 1.2.4 Opportunities
 Loss and fragmentation of irreplaceable 

woodland habitats (ancient woodland 
inventory sites).

 Both residential and industrial 
development.

 Inappropriate management of species-
rich and/or ancient woodland sites 
either directly within or surrounding 

● Protection of existing sites, particularly 
ancient woodland inventory sites and 
woodlands which are designated as 
Local Wildlife Sites. Planting of further 
future woodlands on sites which do not 
already support a priority habitat to 
improve connections of existing areas 
of high quality woodland and increase 
the area of woodlands which are 
ecologically functional for the species 
that they support.



these sites leading to deterioration and 
lowering overall diversity.

 Loss or deterioration of hedgerows and 
other associated habitats severing 
connectivity between woodlands and to 
other habitats.

 Unsympathetic or poorly thought out 
woodland planting and creation on sites 
which already support another 
important habitat of conservation 
concern, e.g. species rich lowland 
meadows, causing irreversible loss.

 Replanting of ancient woodland sites 
with species which are not 
characteristic or native to the area.

 Scrub removal either through intensive 
management regimes or development.

● Encourage relaxed management on 
the fringes of woodlands to provide a 
softer edge (e.g. scrub formation) 
habitat which is able to support both 
more and a wider diversity of species, 
particularly birds and butterflies.

● Expand the area of existing 
woodlands.  Create new areas of 
woodland that are in strategic locations 
and are of suitable size to act as 
stepping stones between existing 
woodlands.  Woodland expansion and 
creation must not be detrimental to 
other high quality habitats for instance 
diverse grassland habitats.

● Use historical maps and data to 
determine the past extent of woodland 
areas, particularly where there may 
still be a rich ground flora in the 
seedbank for the restoration and 
expansion of ancient woodland sites.

● Planting new and maintaining existing 
hedgerows to better connect smaller 
isolated woodlands benefiting species 
migration and chances of breeding.

● Avoidance from or incorporating key 
woodlands into development sites, this 
is achievable through mitigation 
hierarchy in the biodiversity offsetting 
system.

● Restoration of Planted Ancient 
Woodland sites (PAWS) to native 
broadleaf or diversification of 
coniferous woodlands to include more 
native planting.

● Ensure that there is no loss or damage 
to known wood-pasture or parkland 
sites.

● Identification of, and promotion of the 
importance of veteran trees, both in 
woodland and in the wider landscape.

1.2.5 Specific opportunities
 Ensure that woodlands within the Churnet Valley are protected, not only from 

direct impacts for example loss to development or agriculture but ensure that 



indirect impacts are considered and minimised e.g. air or water borne diffuse 
pollution or edge effects from surrounding land use, particularly when considering 
the topography of this area of the county.

 Maintain connectivity with other districts by ensuring that no damage is caused to 
woodlands in the Hamps, Manifold, Dove, Dane, Blythe and Tean river valleys. 
Seek to expand woodlands either with considered planting or natural regeneration 
in these areas where there is no risk of losing other habitats of high importance. 
Ensure that suitable foraging habitats for Lesser Horseshoe Bat are maintained 
around Kinver to protect this regionally and nationally important species.

1.2.6 Opportunities to enhance other benefits
 Flood risk mitigation
 Carbon storage
 Recreation and aesthetic
 Cultural heritage
 Wood fuel, timber and fibre
 Foraging / wild food



1.2.7 Map of Woodland Opportunity Area



Grassland Opportunity Area

Staffordshire Moorlands District is the most important area for species rich grasslands in 
the county possessing a large number of semi-improved and unimproved meadows and 
pastures. Uniquely to the county is the areas of calcareous grassland around Cauldon and 
Waterhouses which are incredibly species rich, some of the most diverse grasslands in 
the county.

It is both the species richness and concentration of grasslands in and around the Churnet 
Valley northwards to the boundary with the Peak District that make this area so important, 
nowhere else in the county do species rich grasslands occur in such density. 

In particular the area around Cauldon, Waterhouses, Cotton, Stanton and Wootton 
overlapping into East Staffordshire district is important as a source site for grassland 
species diversity in the county. Habitat modelling assessments suggest that the sites in 
this area would act as a meta-population survival core/ark for species associated with 
grassland habitats in the event of widespread habitat loss (e.g. through sudden climatic 
changes) due to its good habitat connectivity with the wider landscape and high 
concentration of high quality habitat.

The grasslands in this area of the county support a number of important species for 
example Dingy Skipper Butterfly, Wood Tiger Moth, Greater Butterfly-orchid and Frog 
orchid.

2.2.1 Key Habitats 2.3.2 Key Species
 Unimproved calcareous Grassland
 Quarrying and mineral extraction
 Lowland meadows
 Semi-improved Pastures
 Hedgerows
 Arable land
 Open mosaic habitat on previously 

developed land
 Ponds
 Traditional Orchards
 Coastal Floodplain Grazing Marsh
 Purple Moor Grass and Rush Pastures
 Open mosaic habitats on previously 

developed land

 Skylark
 Farmland birds
 Bats (specifically Brown Long-eared, 

Noctule and Pipistrelle species)
 Reptiles, specifically Common Lizard 

and Adder
 Brown Hare
 Barn Owl
 Dingy Skipper Butterfly
 Orchid species specifically 

Greater/Lesser Butterfly and Frog 
Orchids

2.3.3 Threats 2.3.4 Opportunities
● Development pressure

● Poor management of key diverse sites 
including:
○ Over-grazing
○ Poaching

● Ensure that all high quality grassland 
sites remain in positive conservation 
management, securing vital areas which 
can be used as sources of biodiversity 
into the future.



○ Neglect of Hedgerows
○ Over-cutting of Hedgerows

● Nutrient intensification both from 
agricultural practices as well as diffuse 
pollution sources - nitrogen deposition.

● Agricultural intensification

● Neglect of sites and lack of appropriate 
conservation management. This is a 
major threat to diverse grassland sites 
not only in the District but in the county 
as a whole.

● Global and local climate change.

● Habitat loss and fragmentation

● Protection of existing high quality 
grasslands and buffering these from 
potentially detrimental neighbouring 
land uses such as intensive farming 
practices. This could be achieved 
through encouraged uptake of agri-
environment schemes, landowner 
liaison/education

● Enhancement of any existing grassland 
sites or restoration of degraded sites so 
that they may achieve Local Wildlife Site 
Status and ensure that the management 
of these sites persists to ensure that 
they remain diverse.

● Reversion of arable land to diverse 
grassland where soils dictate. This is 
usually only carried out in certain 
circumstances due to the difficulty and 
cost associated however there are 
examples of this being successfully 
carried out in the District.

● It is critical that areas of high quality 
grassland are linked with mosaics of 
other high quality grassland to ensure 
that species reliant upon these habitats 
are able to move freely between them.

● Use of Light Detection And Ranging  
(LiDAR) imagery to identify historical 
field patterns and features i.e. ridge and 
furrow to indicate where grassland 
restoration may be most successful as 
these areas have not or are unlikely to 
have undergone any serious agricultural 
improvement in the past.

2.3.5 Specific Opportunities
 Ensue that existing species rich grasslands are conserved and protected, 

particularly the concentrations around Waterhouses, Cauldon, Cotton, Stanton and 
Wootton. A facilitation group for landowners in agri-environment schemes may be 
beneficial in this area to promote landscape connectivity.

 Restoration of the limestone quarries around Cauldon, Ramshorn and 
Waterhouses as they become quarried out so that they are able to support diverse 
species rich calcareous grasslands. Successful restoration of such sites in the 
area already could be used as an example of what can be achieved through 
restoration.

 Work with landowners in the south of the district where the largest gaps in habitat 
connectivity, specifically in terms of grasslands, to encourage uptake of agri-
environment schemes targeting the creation and enhancement of species-rich 
grassland. By working with neighbouring landowners for example through 



facilitation groups to contribute toward habitat connectivity into the wider district 
and county.

 Seek to enhance the diversity of grassland sites in urban green spaces for 
example parks, gardens and cemeteries in Leek, Biddulph, Cheadle, Werrington, 
Endon and Blythe Bridge.

2.3.6 Opportunities to enhance other benefits
 Pollination
 Recreation and aesthetic
 Cultural heritage



2.3.7 Map of Grassland Opportunity Area



Heathland Opportunity Area

Lowland heathland habitats are present in the district generally restricted to the southern 
and western extents as changes in altitude and underlying geology further north result in 
moorland habitat becoming more prevalent.

Primarily the heathland in the district runs in a line from the edge of Park Hall Country 
Park in Stoke, northwards through Wetley Moor, Brown Edge and Endon with sites such 
as Marshes Hill, Wickenstones ridgeline through Biddulph and Biddulph Moor continuing 
further northwards through Long Edge until reaching the county boundary at The Cloud 
and on into the southern Cheshire heathlands.

Heathlands have been restored in some areas of the district for example at the former 
Moneystone Quarry site.

3.4.1 Key Habitats 3.4.2 Key Species
 Lowland Heathland
 Woodlands
 Arable (buffer strips, set-aside etc.)
 Lowland Acid Grassland
 Lowland Meadows
 Open mosaic habitat on previously 

developed land
 Scrub
 Ponds

 Heather
 Nightjar
 Fly agaric
 Reptiles and Amphibians
 Bog Bush-cricket
 Hybrid Bilberry
 Oil Beetle
 Aculeate Hymenoptera (solitary bees 

and wasps)
3.4.3 Threats 3.4.4 Opportunities

● Pollution both from acute and diffuse 
sources leading to nutrient 
intensification – e.g. Nitrogen loading.

● Lack of management, improper 
management or neglect leading to 
scrub encroachment.

● Tourism and recreational pressure.

● Mineral extraction.

● Agricultural intensification, both on and 
surrounding core areas of heathland.

● Urban development.

● Protection of existing areas of high 
quality Lowland Heath through 
sympathetic management and 
ensuring that positive management 
continues and prevent degradation 
due to neglect.

● Seek to create areas of new Heathland 
in key sites. This could be through 
development sites as part of 
biodiversity offsetting mitigation, 
reverting plantation woodland stands 
into areas of heathland post harvesting 
similar to those carried out by the 
Connecting Staffordshire Moorlands 
project or through incorporating into 
existing habitat management such as 
arable field margins or relaxing the 
management regime in pastures etc.



● Regeneration of former sand and 
gravel sites by inoculation with heather 
seed and brash to kick start habitat 
formation and secure sympathetic 
management of these sites in future.

● Mitigate potential impacts of recreation 
pressure on sites such as Staffordshire 
Moorlands AONB and Gentleshaw 
Common to ensure that the habitats 
and species which exist there can 
thrive, but can also be enjoyed by 
those who live in and visit the area.

● Ensure that sites listed on Natural 
England’s Heathland Inventory are 
appropriately managed and monitored 
to retain key connectivity sites within 
the District.

3.4.5 Specific opportunities
 Ensure existing heathland sites at Park Hall, Wetley Moor, Marshes Hill and The 

Cloud are conserved and are under appropriate conservation management.
 Restore, recreate and enhance heathlands or remnant heathlands between Park 

Hall and the Cloud, where geology and soils are suitable.
 Expand upon existing heathland restoration schemes like those carried out a 

Moneystone quarry to expand the smaller existing areas of heathland around the 
central Staffordshire Moorlands area around Whiston and further south in the 
Mobberley/Freehay quarry, Greatgate and surrounding areas.

 Mitigate potential impacts of recreation pressure on sites such as Park Hall and 
Wetley Moor to ensure that the habitats and species which exist there can thrive, 
but can also be enjoyed by those who live in and visit the area.

3.4.6 Opportunities to enhance other benefits
 Pollination
 Cultural Heritage
 Carbon Storage
 Flood risk mitigation
 Recreation and Aesthetic



3.4.7 Map of Heathland Opportunity Area



Moorland Opportunity Area
Staffordshire Moorlands District is the only local authority in the county possessing 
moorland habitat. Whilst a large proportion of the moorland habitat lies within the Peak 
District National Park Authority Area there are a number of moorland sites outside the 
Peak Park namely along Ipstones Edge, Morridge, Gun Moor, Biddulph Moor and The 
Cloud all of which provide good connectivity between moorlands outside of the county to 
the north and lowland heathland further south in the county.

The area of Moorland habitat is more extensive further north into the Peak District 
National Park, however the habitats outside of the National Park boundary are important 
habitats particularly as a transitional line between south/north Lowland/upland transition 
as well as important case studies for the management of sensitive habitat sites outside of 
areas of landscape designation.
 
4.5.1 Key Habitats 4.5.2 Key Species

 Moorland
 Woodland
 Lowland Heath
 Wetlands

 Heather
 Bilberry Bumblebee
 Hen Harrier
 Sphagnum moss species
 Bog Asphodel
 Golden Plover
 Red Deer
 Curlew
 Short-eared owl
 Red Grouse

4.5.3 Threats 4.5.4 Opportunities
● Pollution both from acute and diffuse 

sources leading to nutrient 
intensification - Nitrogen loading.

● Lack of management or neglect leading 
to scrub encroachment.

● Tourism and recreational pressure, 
both through direct and indirect 
pressures e.g. fire risk exacerbated by 
climate change and frequent extreme 
weather events.

● Inappropriate habitat conservation 
management.

● Agricultural intensification, both on and 
surrounding moorland habitat.

● Protection of existing areas of 
moorland through sympathetic 
management and ensuring that 
positive management continues and 
prevent degradation due to neglect.

● Mitigate potential impacts of 
recreation pressure to ensure that the 
habitats and species which exist there 
can thrive, but can also be enjoyed by 
those who live in and visit the area.

● Education and engagement with local 
communities on the importance of the 
habitats and how to mitigate against 
the negative effects of farming



● Climate Change.

4.5.5 Specific opportunities
 Seek out opportunities for the creation and/or enhancement of Moorland habitats 

particularly along the Morridge and around Ipstones Edge.
 Establishment of further agri-environment scheme facilitation fund groups on the 

periphery of the National Park similar to those already established in the South West 
Peak to enable landowners and conservationists a chance to meet to discuss 
problems and solutions to farming sensitive sites and look for opportunities to benefit 
both landowners and conservation.

4.5.6 Opportunities to enhance other benefits
 Pollination
 Cultural Heritage
 Carbon Storage
 Flood risk mitigation
 Recreation and Aesthetic



4.6.7 Map of Moorland Opportunity Area



Wetland Opportunity Area

Given its altitude, Staffordshire Moorlands receives more annual rainfall than any other 
district in the county, therefore watercourses and wetland habitats form a vitally important 
part of the Districts ecology.

The river Churnet and its tributaries act as a central spine in the district for both wetland 
and other habitats. The Cauldon canal runs parallel to the river for a significant distance 
providing additional habitat in the valley.

The river Dane forms the county boundary with Cheshire to the north, in a steep sided 
valley with associated valley woodlands. The river Dove forms the eastern county 
boundary with Derbyshire and is an important fish passage route, particularly Salmonids. 
The rivers Hamps and Manifold flow through the limestone areas of the district in the east 
and are prone to seasonal flows often only running underground during the summer 
months.

Other wetland habitats are commonly encountered on the higher ridgelines along Ipstones 
Edge and the Morridge along Peak District National Park boundary, these include 
wet/marshy grassland, mires, fens, swamp and other associated moorland vegetation.

The watercourses in the Staffordshire Moorlands are mostly headwaters of larger rivers 
which presents a good opportunity via natural flood management to not only provide good 
quality habitats but also to make a meaningful impact on flooding nationally by holding 
back the flow of water in the headwaters and tributaries to prevent larger scale flooding 
downstream.

The district possesses several small sites in which there are natural tufa forming springs, 
these sites are nationally important and there are very few of these sites regionally. Tufa is 
a type of limestone which is formed when dissolved minerals precipitate and solidify from 
ambient water, it is able to support a variety of species of both flora and fauna, particularly 
bryophytes and invertebrates.

5.6.1 Key Habitats 5.6.2 Key Species
 Woodland
 Grassland
 Pasture
 Arable
 Urban fabric/mosaic habitats

 Otter
 Snipe
 Lapwing
 Dipper
 Great Crested Newt
 Freshwater White-clawed Crayfish
 European Water Vole
 Harvest Mouse
 Reptiles and Amphibians
 Floating Water-plantain



 Emperor Dragonfly
 Waders and wintering wildfowl
 Brown Trout
 Floating Water Plantain

5.6.3 Threats 5.6.4 Opportunities
● Mineral extraction.

● Pollution from acute and diffuse 
sources.

● Poor land management, livestock in 
and near watercourses and 
waterbodies, soil erosion leading to 
eutrophication of water bodies and 
loss of habitat in watercourses.

● Historic deepening and straightening 
of watercourses, meaning that rivers 
and streams lack natural features such 
as gravel beds. Water is disconnected 
from floodplains.

● In some areas removal of tree cover 
and grazing leading to habitat 
degradation.

● Lack of understanding of the need to 
protect water throughout the 
catchment including areas where there 
are no obvious watercourses.

● Global and local climate change.

● Loss of ‘coarse’ habitat to 
development or agricultural 
intensification which would otherwise 
impede the flow of water leading to:

○ Increased flood risk.

● Invasive Non Native Species 
(Himalayan Balsam (Impatiens 
glandulifera), Parrot’s-feather 
(Myriophyllum aquaticum), Azolla sp, 
Crassula helmsii etc.).

● Plant and animal disease, 
transmission and biosecurity.

● Protection of existing high quality 
wetland sites particularly those with a 
nature conservation designation. This 
will be achieved through the 
identification of environmental issues 
for example pollution from agricultural 
run-off and subsequent remediation for 
instance through Rural SuDS. These 
sites should be buffered from any 
potential sources of damage both 
through creation of habitat around key 
sites to provide a ‘soft edge’ habitat 
and landowner liaison to address 
issues.

● Identification of the most suitable 
locations for the targeting and 
prioritisation of further wetland creation 
and enhancements. 

● Seek opportunities to deliver Natural 
Flood Management in the headwaters 
of rivers and streams to address flood 
risk and provide additional areas for 
habitat provision.

● Look for opportunities to carry out river 
reprofiling/naturalisation, improve flood 
storage and provide additional habitats 
suitable for a range of species 
particularly breeding waders and 
wintering wildfowl.

● Use historical maps and LiDAR 
information to identify historical 
wetland and river features, sluices, 
water meadows etc. which could 
potentially be restored to deliver both 
flood risk mitigation and habitat 
improvements.

● Use flood models to dictate where 
work can be targeted to both deliver 
improved flood mitigation as well as 
deliver further habitat works



● Ensure that sand and gravel quarry 
extraction sites are effectively restored 
and provide additional benefits for 
wildlife. There is a huge opportunity 
here to deliver biodiversity and flood 
mitigation objectives.

● Effective mitigation for the loss of 
Great Crested Newt (GCN) habitat as 
a result of development. (Priority areas 
for the creation of compensatory pond 
clusters would need to be addressed 
at a finer scale using Great Crested 
Newt (GCN) metapopulation data and 
modelling).

5.6.5 Specific opportunities
 Remove barriers to fish passage e.g. weirs to enable free movement of fish 

species, particularly salmonid species (Brown Trout, Salmon)
 Secure and safeguard populations of native Freshwater White-clawed Crayfish 

and seek further sites where there are potentially opportunities for the creation of 
ark sites isolated from the non-native American Signal Crayfish.

 Staffordshire Moorlands has a number of areas which may be suitable for the re-
introduction of beaver, particularly in the Churnet Valley which would benefit both 
diversity and flood resilience.

 Ensure that the Cecily Brook through Cheadle is marinated appropriately given the 
sites history of supporting a population of Water Vole which are now regionally and 
nationally scarce.

 Seek methods to encourage slowing the flow of water and holding back water on 
the higher ridgelines to increase flood risk prevention and provide additional 
wetland habitats e.g. moorland, open water or rush pasture. Particular focus areas 
for this in the district are Ipstones Edge, the Morridge, Biddulph, Biddulph Moor, 
Brown Edge and around Rushton Spencer.

5.6.6 Opportunities to enhance other benefits
 Flood risk mitigation
 Water quality
 Recreation and aesthetic
 Cultural Heritage



5.6.7 Map of Wetland Opportunity Area



Pasture and Arable Opportunity Area

The proportion of grassland in Staffordshire Moorlands which is of a higher biodiversity 
value is higher than in any other district in the county, the description of this is covered by 
the Grasslands Habitat Connectivity Opportunity Area, the Pasture and Arable HCO refers 
to those sites which appear to possess extensive areas of more intensively managed and 
improved agricultural land.

Pastures and improved grasslands form the majority of semi-natural habitats in the district, 
there are some areas of arable production further to the south of district and in smaller 
concentrations scattered throughout where the landscape and soils are suitable. 

The topography and soils in the district generally restrict the area of arable land meaning 
that the predominant farming use is the rearing of livestock either for meat or dairy leading 
to extensive pastures and grassland used for the production of forage. For the most part 
these grasslands are of agriculturally improved or poor semi-improved quality and 
possess a low species diversity with only a handful of grass species and few/no herbs 
present.

6.7.1 Key Habitats 6.7.2 Key Species
 Grassland
 Woodland
 Hedgerows
 Mature and veteran trees

 Barn Owl
 Brown Hare
 Harvest Mouse
 Polecat
 Grey Partridge
 Wall Brown butterfly
 Arable ‘weeds’ and cornfield annuals 

rare to the county found in set-aside 
ground, headlands and field margins.

6.7.3 Threats 6.7.4 Opportunities
● Habitat fragmentation.

● Agricultural intensification.

● Urban encroachment.

● Pollution of waterways.

● Loss and deterioration of ponds for 
example through changes in water 
management or nutrient intensification.

● Improper management e.g.
○ Over-grazing
○ Poaching
○ Neglect of hedgerows

 There are a wide range of 
opportunities for more intensively 
farmed agricultural land ranging from 
very small interventions such as 
leaving one corner of an arable field as 
set aside to provide feeding 
opportunity for farmland seed eating 
birds to large whole farm scale 
interventions for example reversion of 
large areas of arable land into diverse 
grassland. Obviously the scale of the 
intervention is down to what is 
practical and ultimately what is 
desirable, cost effective and 
sustainable in the eyes of landowners 
and land managers.



○ Over-cutting of hedgerows
 Link up existing semi-natural habitats 

through the creation of habitat 
corridors and networks using 
hedgerows, arable field margins and 
watercourses where possible.

 Reversion of arable to other habitats 
with a higher biodiversity value for 
example species rich grassland.

 Encourage uptake or movement 
toward organic production methods or 
holistic grazing management over 
reliance on supplementary feeding or 
indoor systems for example. 

 Where developments are likely to 
impact on large areas of intensive 
farmland, ensure that as a result some 
of the developed area is dedicated to 
the provision of high quality semi-
natural habitats which may greatly 
improve habitat availability and 
connectivity within the landscape.

6.7.5 Specific opportunities
 Seek to engage with landowners in the south of the district to facilitate improved 

habitat connectivity between high quality habitats further South in the county with 
those further North in the Staffordshire Moorlands District.

6.7.6 Opportunities to enhance other benefits
 Water quality
 Cultural heritage
 Food production



6.7.7 Map of Pasture and Arable Opportunity Area



Urban Fabric Opportunity Area

The District is principally rural with scattered urban settlements, accessibility to green 
space and the wider countryside is excellent for most urban areas in the District due to 
their size and access to public rights of way.

In general the smaller settlements in the district are either small enough and have enough 
available green space to allow wildlife to move relatively freely through them and in the 
case of larger towns in the District such as Cheadle, Biddulph and Leek there are still 
examples of good green space corridors benefitting habitat connectivity, however these 
are generally for amenity use with a limited biodiversity value but nonetheless still provide 
good opportunities.

The conurbation of Stoke-On-Trent borders the District to the West which has implications 
both in terms of pressure exerted on the existing habitats and species as well as the 
potential limitations for improving habitat connectivity to the West. The proximity of a large 
urban area such as this to a mostly rural District does however provide multiple people 
opportunity for access to nature.

7.8.1 Key Habitats 7.8.2 Key Species
 Grassland
 Woodland
 Open Mosaic Habitat on Previously 

Developed Land (brownfield habitats)
 Wetland 
 Rivers and streams
 Street trees (particularly those in 

environments where other green space 
is lacking)

 Hedgehog
 Great Crested Newt
 Slow Worm
 Invertebrates and pollinators
 House Sparrow
 Toads and other amphibians
 Finch species.

7.8.3 Threats 7.8.4 Opportunities
● Habitat fragmentation through the loss 

of both sources of biodiversity as well 
as habitat ‘stepping stones’ and linear 
pathways which species require to be 
able to disperse.

● Pollution both from acute and diffuse 
sources leading to the loss of diversity 
in waterways etc.

● Urban expansion

● Redevelopment of Open Mosaic 
Habitats on Previously Developed 
Land (OMPDL) which are often 

● The key objectives in these areas is 
not to connect urban areas together 
but to enable permeability between 
rural and urban landscapes, especially 
where high quality semi-natural 
habitats exist in close proximity to or 
within these areas. In doing this it is 
possible to benefit habitat connectivity 
but also bring wildlife closer to people.

● Urban spaces are often important for 
the Open Mosaic on Previously 
Developed Land (OMPDL Biodiversity 
Action Plan (BAP) habitat due to the 
relatively high levels of 
(re)development. These habitats are 
often vitally important for a number of 



important sites for a number of species 
in urban areas.

● Intensive management of urban green 
spaces leading to:

● Invasive species

● Increased flood risk due to increased 
area of hard impermeable surfaces.

rare and unusual invertebrate species 
relying on bare ground. OMPDL 
habitats are often transitory habitats, 
both in terms of natural succession 
and likelihood of development, 
ensuring that there is always provision 
of some of this habitat type at any one 
point in urban areas will help to 
prevent the complete loss of species 
relying on this habitat from an area.

● Ecological enhancement of existing 
urban green spaces, for example 
through improving the diversity of 
amenity grassland in parks by seed 
sowing and green hay strewing, 
enhancement or creation of wetlands 
in Sustainable Drainage Systems 
(SuDS).

● Creation of new habitats when 
planning new urban developments, 
make new developments as green as 
possible to bring high quality habitats 
and improve habitat connections in the 
urban environment. This may include 
for example green roofs/green walls, 
wildlife friendly SuDS which can be 
planted with native wetland species, 
rain gardens to slow the flow of water.

● Ensure that urban green spaces are 
managed appropriately to provide the 
best benefits for wildlife and people - 
this may include relaxing mowing 
regimes to create and maintain more 
diverse grasslands, thinning of 
plantation woodlands to improve 
structural diversity or invasive species 
control.

● Ensure that linear features such as 
canals, old railway lines, road verges, 
hedgerows are managed for the good 
of wildlife as these are often critical 
pathways for biodiversity in and out of 
the urban environment.

● Provide suitable opportunities in 
existing and new developments for 
protected and Biodiversity Action Plan 
(BAP) species for example bats, 
hedgehogs and pollinators. 

7.8.5 Specific opportunities



 Habitat enhancements along the Cecilly Brook in Cheadle
 H
 Identify and carry out feasibility studies and community engagement on key green 

spaces in urban settlements around the district to provide a suite of potential project 
ideas which will benefit habitat availability and connectivity.

7.8.6 Opportunities to enhance other benefits
● Recreation and aesthetic - improved access to and increased number of natural 

resources.

● Health and wellbeing - improved access to an increased number of natural resources.

● Flood risk mitigation - More green areas lead to increased habitat coarseness which 
slows the flow of water, Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) schemes increase 
habitat and hold water away from vulnerable areas.

● ‘Pocket Parks’ encouraging local people to take up management of small urban green 
spaces to benefit both wildlife and those which live nearby. By adopting multiple 
pocket parks it is possible to create a stepping stone network throughout the urban 
environment.

● Urban cooling – suitable tree planting, increased green space and green 
developments, green walls, green roofs etc.

● Cultural heritage - access to nature and traditional landscapes.

● Public engagement - opportunity to educate people on ecology and the natural world 
and what people can do to provide space for wildlife in gardens, allotments, local 
parks etc.



7.8.7 Map of Urban Fabric Opportunity Area


